statuamry rape cases Irom 16 to’ 12_
years, providing the male s ‘mot "7
more than four years elder than the -
fernale. AT

® Banning plea bargammg Inr de-" '~
Eendams charged with crimes involv-* -

By M GOODMAN
“Staﬂ Writer

The pnce Gnv Brendan 'I‘ Byrne
hopes to extract from the New-Jersey
Legislature in return: for his signa-
ture on a death penalty law is“the
enactment of what may . be the must ;
modern-and —"in ‘legal ‘terms —
liberal penaI codemthe nation.. _, . .

Some"of the ‘more far' reaching
objectives_of that code, which " is
scheduled for its first test ‘vote in the
Assembly next Monday ‘or Tuesday."-
include: -~ 7.

.Elmunatmg many "ncnmless"
crimes, - including ~ social gambling
. and sexua] acts been consentmg
adults.”" - .

use of guns would be referred rro
municipal to county courts.® .
Gov. Byrne:has =said .repeatedl
that he will riot sign ‘thé Taw to Tein

" state capital punishment unless it
"+ accompanied by penal code referm
Republican leaders in the Assem
bly are preparing to attack the pena}
code by charging it would benemﬂ,
- criminals more than it would Jaw en-7 ”
forcement officers.

. Some critics are argumg that lif
: OAbohshmg the “msamty de- - . ing the laws .against ; “victimles
fense”-in trials.-The ability of a_de- .- crimes”’ could permit* ‘incest.- Stat
fendant Who: claims insanity to Stand . officials say if there is any way the’
trial ‘would ‘be determined in a pre--’ "code cuu]d be_ !nterpretcd to
“trial “hearing. ; His “sanity would ‘be
"determined in a post-tria[ hearing
ie Setting Spemﬂc sentences "for
var;n.ug ‘degrees of a crime. In some -
instances, - that would * ‘mean. shorter -
senténces than those now provided ¥
.Al.lawmg a_defendant’ ‘o, laim’
ignorance of the law- as a defense. if
he could also demu

The Atmmey General’s/ omce h
.~been working behind ;the  scenes t
keep - the “penal code “alive " despite"
; legtslanve Ioor. drnggi

(Conunued lmm Page AI)

ictually an approach to reamy VT

{ 3me sentences proposed in the new -
{ “reflect Sentences ‘that are now
mposed and actually served, rather i

han the sentences stipulated under
turrent law, which often are reduced
by parole or suspenslon “of the sen--
ence, he said. -

The code wuuld ‘divide ali criminal
pffenses into six categories: First,

ixsurderly perso
lerly persons. =
._Within these categnn& the follow-
:ng maximum pnson sentences and

‘and petty dlsur-

7L

.

Second, tiurd.\anq ‘fourth degrees, -.

fines are proscribed: First degree, 8-

tp 20 years,-$15,000 fine. Second de- -

gree, § to 8 years, $15,000 fine. Third
degree, 3 to 5 _years, $15,000 fine.
Fourth - degree, 18 “months,
fine. Disorderly persons, six months
$1,000 fine. Petty disorderly person:
qﬂdaysem fing.

. UNDER EX[STING state law, most.

drimes ‘are divided into ‘high mxsde- 4 over the wa

eanors — up to ‘7. .years
nsorderly persons, up to six mon
fiolent_crimes, including ‘murde
ggravated rape ‘and lud.napmg a
now ‘sub;ect to' 20 years or 1i.{e im-
risonment.- § T e
The‘degree of the crime in the new

: ;ode would be determined by the se-

erity of the offense
the offender. . 7

The spokesman”.
general conceded .
ible opposition-to pas.smg legislation

and the intent of

s tricnons on pubhc moraJs
“have

man said. “The fact is that’ very few .
I)rusec:unon.s !are bemg made  now

Ay

41$7,500

hat would lift 'some of the Iegal re- '_Jm

lthe * spokes-, -,

" agams consentmg adulls on mora]s
Jessening ‘of “criminal - penalties - fs. : Charges.”? ~7=-
! » “‘The penal code is the pmduet of a _ - Proposed panel code,; gjudgemeut

: tor legislative‘action for five years.

£ Aboﬂshmg the'hfs'imty de

" he shuuld ‘be imp
“ted to a menta] facili

‘special New .Jersey - Law Revision 7, of sanity is made by’
Commission report that took ‘more -
than a ye.ar to complete. It was pub- =
- lished in" 1371 and has been waiting

tﬁtlmnny e
“State  officials adn'u

Brian T.Kenniedy, a Sea Girt attor. . t0 3 Mmental institutio
ney and former 'FBI member, will * be freed as cured. .
lead the. floor, fight against the bill - -
IorAssemhlyRepubhca.ns .-y situation is ‘not muqh

- Kennedy says the panel eodquuuld
opén “the “doar “for ‘new ’appeals’ by
convicted criminals and would make'
it possible for a person convicted of
murder to _escape prison thmugh a.
post-tnal E‘md.mg uf insamty

" soned and later rel
New Jersey has no
Its criminal laws’ cons
- enacted since its stats
" ‘Was formalized in 1796

TEE AT[‘ORNEY GENERAL'S of-
fice ad.lmt._s there will be. appeals by ,-'
pnson 'v\{hu_belleve lhey-‘-
their Sentences.’] lowered . In Jacco

Lrade-o!! that the attomey general s
spokesinan s 3ays is an‘improvement x ptmihle to charge

ing a “common scold

jury, and m:uld be bas on m'edical

-z person could escape ppon, be s

the current one, in'._ _h,_

mmon ' laws _ that have' ,not “bee
* specifically enacted. “f0de Jresult ¢
that wuuldbe that, it wuul_t_i no longer | ©

<.

4 Under the

dge, not a

comnc:ed

Ier

Dfithe laws -
Constitution
d the com:

! Defendants | curren!ly can in
e ju;y e in ocent 'hecause

ject to-a pre-tr[a.l ing to decide
whether he was fit to stand trial.
- If the pre-l‘.na] hea €




